Fungal peritonitis caused by Bipolaris spicifera.
An episode of fungal peritonitis was produced by Bipolaris spicifera in a 3-year-old girl with chronic renal failure secondary to uremic-hemolytic syndrome and who was under treatment with continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD). Previously, an episode of purulent peritonitis caused by Pseudomonas spp. had been treated successfully with combined antibacterial therapy for 10 days. Microscopic and macroscopic examinations of the freshly collected purulent dialysate were negative for fungal structures and bacteria. The fungus grew from the dialysate plated on Sabouraud dextrose agar and was also macroscopically recognized as a colony attached to the inner wall of the Tenckhoff catheter. Specific cultures of dialysate for common bacteria and mycobacteria were negative. The patient was successfully treated with early catheter removal and empirical administration of 200 mg/day oral fluconazole for 2 weeks. Subsequently, a new catheter was placed and the patient continued well on CAPD. Post-treatment control cultures of dialysate for fungi, bacteria and mycobacteria were negative and the cell count returned to normal.